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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the Applicant's Amendment filed on March 24, 2008. 

Claims 1, 6, 12 and 17 have been amended, and claims 1-20 are currently 
pending. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see after final argument, filed 3/25/2008, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-20 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Alattar. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Alattar 
et al (Alattar) (US 7,020,304). 
Regarding claim 1. 
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Alattar discloses an image database (e.g. database providing pertinent 
information, Fig. 6 & col 10, lines 10-36) of one or more advertising images (e.g. col 
10, line 50 through col 11, line 23) stored on a computer-readable medium (e.g. 
tangible medium, col 22, lines 63-64), each image having a plurality of associated 
layers of metadata (col 8, lines 12-54), wherein the computer system (e.g. Fig 7) is 
adapted to embed each associated layer of metadata as one or more computer- 
readable data values (e.g. embedding calibration signal and ID, etc.) in a separate 
steqanoqraphic sub- watermark of a steganographic watermark of the advertising image 
(Figs. 2 & 7, col 6, lines 15-38). 

Regarding claim 2. 

Alattar discloses wherein the database is adapted to associate the layers of 
metadata with each image dynamically (col 8, lines 13-36). 
Regarding claim 3. 

Alattar discloses wherein the database is adapted to dynamically associate the 
layers of metadata with one or more images in response to one of a user ID of the 
image requester (col 10, lines 10-36), a location input (e.g. distributor ID, col 10, 
lines 10-16 & Tables 1 & 2), a business relationship characteristic of the image 
requester (e.g. advertiser and publisher, etc. col 9, lines 1-4), a promotion type input, 
and a language input (col 9, lines 5-25). 

Regarding claim 4. 
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Alattar discloses wherein the database is adapted to selectively update the 
images and/or associated layers of metadata in response to vendor input (col 9, lines 
14-25). 

Regarding claim 5. 

Alattar discloses wherein the database is adapted to search the images and/or 
associated layers of metadata in response to one of a query input by a user, a user ID 
of the image requestor, a location, a business relationship, a promotion type, and a 
language input (e.g. database used for advertisement implies that database is 
adapted to search images, input from user, ID, location, relationship promotion 
type and language, and so on; col 10, lines 50-62). 

Regarding claim 6. 

Claim 6 recites identical features as claim 1, except claim 6 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 are also equally applicable 
to claim 6. 

Regarding claim 7. 

Alattar discloses wherein selecting an advertising image further comprises 
selecting an advertising image in response to a query by one of an advertiser and a 
publisher (col 1 1 , line 61 through col 1 2, line 9). 

Regarding claim 8. 

Alattar discloses wherein selecting two or more layers of metadata associated 
with the selected image further comprises selecting two or more pre-generated layers of 
metadata associated with the selected image (col 8, lines 4-29). 
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Regarding claim 9. 

Alattar discloses wherein selecting two or more layers of metadata associated 
with the selected image further comprises selecting two or more dynamically generated 
layers of metadata (col 10, lines 50-62). 

Regarding claim 10. 

Alattar discloses selecting two or more dynamically generated layers of metadata 
further comprises selecting two or more dynamically generated layers of metadata 
utilizing one of a user ID of an image requestor, a location input, a business relationship 
characteristic of an image requestor, a promotion type, and a language type (e.g. 
database used for advertisement implies that database is adapted to search 
images, input from user, ID, location, relationship promotion type and language, 
and so on; col 10, lines 50-62 & news broadcasting must contain dynamically 
generated layers of metadata, col 12, lines 36-63). 

Regarding claim 11. 

Claim 1 1 recites identical features as claim 4, except claim 1 1 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 4 are also equally applicable 
to claim 1 1 . 

Regarding claim 12. 

Claim 12 recites identical features as claim 1, except claim 12 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 are also equally applicable 
to claim 12. 

Regarding claim 13. 
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Alattar discloses wherein selecting an advertising image and two or more layers 
of metadata associated with the selected image from the advertising image repository 
further comprises selecting an advertising image and two or more layers of pro- 
generated metadata associated with the selected image from the advertising image 
repository (e.g. selling items through web in that an image must link to an image 
repository, col 10, lines 50-62). 

Regarding claim 14. 

Alattar discloses wherein selecting an advertising image and two or more layers 
of metadata associated with the selected image from the advertising image repository 
further comprises selecting an advertising image and two or more layers of dynamically 
generated metadata associated with the selected image from the advertising image 
repository (col 10, lines 50-62). 

Regarding claim 15. 

Claim 15 recites identical features as claim 10. Thus, arguments similar to that 
presented above for claim 1 0 are also equally applicable to claim 1 5. 
Regarding claim 16. 

Claim 16 recites identical features as claim 4, except that claim 16 is a computer- 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 4 are 
also equally applicable to claim 16. 

Regarding claim 17. 
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Claim 17 recites identical features as claim 1, except that claim 17 is a method 
claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 are also equally 
applicable to claim 17. 

Regarding claim 18. 

Alattar discloses wherein selecting an image from a repository further comprises 
selecting an advertising image from a database (col 10, lines 50-62). 
Regarding claim 19. 

Claim 19 recites identical features as claim 8, except that claim 19 is a method 
claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 8 are also equally 
applicable to claim 19. 

Regarding claim 20. 

Claim 20 recites identical features as claim 9, except that claim 20 is a method 
claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 9 are also equally 
applicable to claim 20. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Kau whose telephone number is 571 -270-1 1 20 
and fax number is 571-270-2120. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 
8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571-272-7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Steven Kau/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
4/14/2008 



/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2625 



